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GLOBALizAtiOn…

Daniel Crouch Rare Books promises to deliver heaven and earth to the 2020 edition of the Winter Show. 
Our exhibit will comprise a collection of over 50 terrestrial and celestial globes dating from the sixteenth 
to the twentieth century. The exhibition will explore the significance of these globes as navigational tools, 
as works of art, and as status symbols. The collection tells the story of the age of discovery, illustrates 
advancements in science, shows changing political realities, and expresses the inherent need for humanity 
to find its place in the cosmos.

The Endeavour Globe 
The focal point of the exhibition will be a unique globe-form silver punch bowl commissioned in 1772 by  
Sir Joseph Banks to commemorate his and Captain James Cook’s first voyage to the South Seas. The globe 
epitomizes the amalgam of science and art associated with the reign of George III. Unusually, though in this case 
suitably, it is engraved with the southern hemisphere uppermost, so as to show the Cook’s tracks more clearly. 
This is the first time that the tracks of the Endeavour, including Cook’s discoveries in New Zealand and 
Eastern Australia, were recorded on an engraved map. Price: $250,000

The Winter Show 24 January - 2 February 2020
(Opening Night Party 23 January)
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Big Balls
Another highlight that we will be bringing is a magnificent pair of Willem Blaeu’s 26-inch globes from 1648 
– at the time, the largest globes ever made - and an icon of the Golden Age of Dutch cartography. These were 
the ultimate luxury objects for wealthy merchants in seventeenth century Amsterdam; both monuments and 
tools, intended to be admired as well as used. Blaeu’s globes were the most advanced cartographic document 
of the age: they were the first printed depiction of Schouten and Le Maire’s discovery of a passage to the 
Pacific south of continental America, and New York City’s original Dutch name, “Nieu Nederland”, appeared 
in print for the first time on the 1617 edition of the terrestrial globe. They are a celebration of the Dutch 
nation’s pride in its achievements, and an extraordinary record of the Age of Discovery, when over half of the 
world, including the entire Western Hemisphere, was being charted for the first time. Price: $1.5million
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Small is beautiful
Daniel Crouch Rare Books will also exhibit a pair of Blaeu’s diminutive, but rarer, 9-inch globes. They are one 
of only five recorded examples to remain in private hands, and are priced at $385,000. 

Life on Mars 
The exhibition will feature a rare and fascinating manuscript globe of Mars by Emmy Ingeborg Brun, 
suggestive of the possibility of Martian civilization. 

Emmy Ingeborg Brun (1872-1929) was a Danish writer, socialist and astronomer. She had no formal training 
- her father did not allow her to go to university - and spent long periods of her life bedridden, but was 
fascinated by the theories of contemporary astronomers Percival Lowell and Giovanni Schiaparelli, and 
the political scientist Henry George.

Improving contemporary scientific observation of Mars was accompanied by a corresponding interest in 
socio-political thought in the planet as a potential site for socialism or communism. This took the form of 
fiction, like Alexander Bogdanov’s 1908 novel ‘Red Star’, and was also addressed in scientific theories. In 
1855 Schiaparelli observed a network of dark lines on the Martian surface. When he published his findings, 
along with the first detailed modern map of Mars, he named them “canali”, and suggested that they were 
built by a socialist regime, as a planet-wide system suggested a lack of national boundaries.
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Lowell popularised these theories by publishing three 
books on the subject, claiming these lines were 
indeed a canal network and raising the possibility of 
a Martian civilization, although he opted for a 
“benevolent oligarchy”. Brun was intrigued by these 
canals, which she saw as evidence of a different, more 
co-operative form of society. Mars was the potential 
site for a socialist utopia – and in particular, a 
potential field for an implementation of Henry 
George’s theories of a land-tax, as proposed in his 
1879 work ‘Progress and Poverty’, in which he 
argued against a system of profit from renting land 
or property without contribution.

The globe is accompanied by two small handmade 
booklets, that are of particular interest because they 
contain contemporary pictures of the creation of 
Brun’s globes. 
 
We have traced seven institutional examples of Brun’s 
globes. Our globe is priced at $50,000
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The World in Your Pocket
We will also be exhibiting a large collection of Pocket Globes, all dating from the “long eighteenth century”, 
and priced from $5,000 - $50,000. They demonstrate the rapid pace of new cartographic information 
becoming available during that period, based on discoveries made by explorers such as Dampier, Anson and 
Cook. They also document the changing political realities of the age, from the birth of the United States and 
the Mexican Republic, to the naming of Australia. They were intended not only as educational tools for young 
ladies and gentlemen, but were also Georgian Britain’s must-have executive toy. Not until the mobile phone 
and the advent of Google Earth would there be an instrument that so neatly epitomized the globe and the 
heavens in the palm of your hand. 
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For further information, images, or to arrange an interview please contact: 

Daniel Crouch
daniel@crouchrarebooks.com
M +44 (0)77 6675 1391
crouchrarebooks.com

Daniel Crouch Rare Books is a specialist dealer in antique atlases, maps, plans, sea charts and voyages dating 
from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries. The gallery is open Monday to Friday, 10am to 6pm. 

Daniel Crouch Rare Books LLP
4 Bury Street, St James’s
London
SW1Y 6AB
+44 (0)20 7042 0240
info@crouchrarebooks.com
www.crouchrarebooks.com

Daniel Crouch Rare Books New York LLC
24 East 64th Street
New York
NY 10065
+1 (212) 602 1779
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